MERCEDES- BENZ CLUB of AMERICA

Central Georgia Section
Welcome to the Central Georgia Section!
Volume 1 - Issue 2

March 2011

Upcoming Events:
• March 24- Red Tomato
Restaurant in Bolingbroke GA. Time:
7:00PM
• April 1&2- Event in
Americus GA. See
right….
• May 19-23- Callaway
Gardens, Birmingham
Concours/Races, M-B
Factory Tour
• June 4- Milledgeville
Tour see write-up inside
• July 16- Columbus GA.Infantry Museum and
dinner
• See page 6 for more!

Americus Georgia Event on April 1-2
We have planned an MBCA – Central Georgia Section weekend event in Americus
Georgia encompassing a stay at the historic Windsor Hotel, an optional Friday dinner, an expanded (including ghost) tour of the Hotel, a tour of the Rylander Theater,
a distillery tour, free time for shopping or visiting the Habitat for Humanity Global
Village, a Saturday night group dinner followed by attending a play at the Rylander
Theater, and a Sunday departure breakfast.
Our cut-off date is March 11th so please mail your reservation card (see back cover)
with appropriate check-marks, and the Event fee as indicated on the card.
More specific details will be sent with your electronic Event Confirmation receipt.
Our event starts on Friday night with a dinner planned at The Station Restaurant.
Saturday morning we’ll have an AM breakfast at the Windsor Hotel, after which we
will start our tour of the Hotel. We’ll have 2 Hotel tour times to accommodate the
limited number for each Hotel tour. Please indicate which tour you prefer on your
registration form.
The Historic Windsor Hotel, built in 1892, is a five story Victorian masterpiece that
has undergone an $8 million dollar renovation. (www.windsor-americus.com)
A group lunch is planned at 12:15PM within walking distance at the Forsyth Bar
and Grill (http://www.forsythbarandgrill.com/).
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We’ll then walk to the Rylander Theater to start our tour at 1:30PM. Opened in
1921 and after a $5M restoration the Rylander Theatre is reclaiming its title as "The
Finest Playhouse South of Atlanta." (www.rylander.org/)
After the Rylander Tour we will proceed to walk to the 13th Colony Distillery,
Georgia's only craft distillery (www.13colony.net/) for a 2:45PM tour.
- Continued on Page 6 -

M-B Middle Georgia Monthly Dine-Out Group OR Your Area?
The opportunity to associate with other enthusiasts has increased membership in
MBCA, as invited guests experience the value and enjoyment of an MBCA event.
The Board is ready to help you establish local Monthly Dine-Outs within your area.
Although we cannot release specific names, we will aggressively
advertise your Dine-Out schedule in this newsletter.
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America—MBCA
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members across the nation. There are over 80 local Sections
organizing hundreds of local and National Events each year.

tommycouch@alive.com

You can enroll as a member of MBCA by calling 1-800-637-2360, or
by using the National Website at www.mbca.org. Cost is:

“Roc” Patel

One year = $45.00

478-452-2335

You may select your Section, or be assigned the closest local
Section by your zip code to be closest to Events and activities in
your area.

rakeshp@alltel.net
Director:

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America—Central Georgia Section, Inc.
publishes this newsletter every two months in January —March —
May — July — September – and November. Special editions may
be published from time to time to address important Events or interest items of special significance. Opinions expressed are those
of the Authors and Editors. Express permission is hereby granted
to other Sections of the MBCA to reprint articles contained herein,
without exception. Articles of general interest are solicited for
inclusion and should be mailed to the acting Editor or e-mailed to
Charles Utrias at utriasMBCA@cox.net. Copy deadline is the first
of the month preceding the month of publication.

Trish Welch
478-327-1583

Director:

About the Newsletter

Two years = $87.00

Three years = $127.00

Linda Smyth
478-474-9916
drlindahall@millenicom.com

Chairpersons:
Membership: Charles Utrias (TEMP)
Activities:

Charles Utrias (TEMP)

Webmaster:

Will Toussaint

Newsletter:

Charles Utrias (TEMP)

Historian:

Linda Smyth

Southeast Regional Director:
Scott Suits
727-460-5739
suits@ij.net

Your local Section of MBCA
Your National dues include membership in the Section of your
choice. Each Section publishes a newsletter defining it’s activities
and Events. Year round calendars of Events include social, technical, and driving Events. Within your MBCA magazine, The Star,
you will find information on Section, Regional, and National Events.
Any MBCA member may attend any Section, Regional, or National
Event by registering and paying the member fees advertised.

Mercedes-Benz Roadside Assistance
If you need roadside assistance:

MBUSA is available 24 hours a day at:
1-800-FOR-MERCEDES
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President’s Message
I hope you enjoyed Issue #1 of our Newsletter, please send me comments so we can improve our communications to meet your needs and expectations. Now for Issue 2…
I want to encourage you all to register as soon as possible for the April 1-2 event at Americus. Early
response definitely helps our Event planners be more successful in bringing you top notch enjoyment.
This issue I want to share the results of our January Board meeting. We
discussed many things and I’ll summarize the most important… Our
Treasurer reported the bank account is stabilizing with Newsletter ad
payments. Our membership is slowly growing, and our work on our
website is progressing. We have essentially scheduled all our Events/
Functions through the end of this year, so please see respective
Newsletter sections for details. We talked about some member awards
for membership recruiting, for most Event participation, for Newsletter
inputs, etc., however we tabled those decisions until we can get some
additional membership help through volunteer committee participation.
We are working on some Section personal “promotional” items. We
Will, Sharon, Linda, Tommy, Chuck, Trish
have purchased a Section table cover for MBCA-CGS displays at dealer
(Roc had a business conflict!)
and other recruiting opportunities, and we’re working on Section embroidered logo shirts, screened T-Shirts
(and other apparel), that we can sell to members with minor mark-ups for Section fundraising. We’re actively
working with the local Porsche Club to develop driving Events that we can co-coordinate where we can take
advantage of their track access connections. We have developed a list of technical seminars that we are
coordinating with dealer and independent service folks, and we have gotten an indication of interest for preparing a Tech-Tips column in our Newsletter. Early plans for 2-3 “Car Shows” at our dealer locations have
been initiated. We continue to coordinate support efforts with our dealers, and have accomplished supporting one dealer event in January, and have two scheduled for April and May. We talked about creating a
“Board Needs Help” block/column to solicit help from our membership for committee volunteers. See below.
We have some great Section Events over the next few months… in addition to Americus on April 1-2, in May
we will be meeting several Sections from Florida at Callaway Gardens, visiting the gardens, then continuing
to Birmingham for the Alabama Section Heimatfest (Concours & Legends-of-Motorsports racing), and then
on to a special MBCA tour of the M-B Factory on Monday, a historic tour of Milledgeville in June, the new
Infantry Museum in Columbus in July, a tech session and car show in August, a wine tour in September, a
plantation tour along with 2 car collections AND a ride in the Fox Movie Studio Mogul’s Silver Ghost Rolls
Royce in Thomasville in October… Plan your schedule and PLEASE register early!
The CGS board of Directors is dedicated to assuring Events and activities are spread across the Section’s
boundaries. We are seeking ideas and suggestions from our members in the central and southern Georgia
areas of our state. Let’s get together and plan some interesting and exciting Events. Remember, Events can
be social activities (location visits/lunch or dinner meetings), technical sessions (mechanical/body/cleaning
& maintenance), rallies/driving courses/driving tours, and even M-B dealer or Independent Service special
events needing the MBCA member support.

YOUR BOARD NEEDS YOUR HELP!!
You can help by volunteering some of your time :
Membership Committee: Help in developing a rewards
system for membership recruiting and for member event
participation, develop Section logo articles (shirts/caps/
etc.), support recruiting tables when available, welcome
new members at Events, etc.
Events Planning Committee: Help in selecting and coordinating the Section’s Social, Technical, and Driving
Events, preparing pre- & post Event Newsletter write-ups,
coordinating Event advertising, planning the Section’s
charitable support, Dealer support opportunities, etc.

Publicity Chairman/Chairwomen: Lead getting promotional
materials/press releases to local media, develop Section
poster, coordinate with Porsche/BWM/German Car Clubs
for MBCA-CGS exposure, set up speaker opportunities,
select Section advertising, coordinate recognition at charitable events, input info to Website, write inputs to dealer
customer letters, etc.
Newsletter Inputs: Help in developing articles, develop
new columns of interest… “Tech Talk”, Car Ownership
Experiences, “From a Ladies Perspective”, etc… help
write articles or gather information for articles, OR become
the Editor or Associate Editor!

Page 4

Page 5

Upcoming Events Summary—See Events details (Page 6) for RSVP
March 24 - Trish will be coordinating a Monthly Dine-

vehicles, many displays, lunch included, dinner at night.

Out at the Red Tomato Restaurant in Bolingbroke GA.
Dress is business Casual. Dinner will be at 7:00PM

Aug 6 - Tech Session, Dinner, and Car show. Joint event

April 1&2 - A Section Event in Americus GA. We’ll be
touring the historic Windsor Hotel, the Rylander Theater,
a distillery, and an evening play at the Rylander, and
includes scheduled lunch and evening dining.

May 12 - Monthly Dine-Out at La Parrilla Mexican restaurant in Macon at River Crossings. Dress is casual.
Dinner will be at 7:00PM

May 19-24 - A joint Section/Region Event, meeting the
Florida Sections at Callaway Gardens, proceeding to
Birmingham AL for Legends of Motor Racing &
Concours, then tour of Mercedes Factory at Vance, AL.
See details in this Newsletter…
June 4 - Milledgeville, GA Event and Dine-Out. Tour
Milledgeville GA, see Arboretum, Governor’s Mansion,
Secession Vote Capital Building and dinner at Aubrey
Lanes Restaurant. See details in this Newsletter.

July 16 - Three Section Event starting at 11:00AM at the
Infantry Museum in Columbus GA. A special tour and
experience shooting weapons, large and small military

with Porsche Club, Collision and Insurance Seminar,
followed by dinner, and then a multi-make car show that
draws some 150 vehicles.

Sept TBD - A wine tasting tour and B&B stay in GA wine
country… enjoy the grape and the scenery.

Oct 15 - In the Thomasville area, a visit to the Pebble Hill
Plantation (architecture/art/antiques/old cars), lunch then a
tour of a unique car collection in Cairo, a short drive for
another special car collection, rides in very collectable
Rolls Royce’s, a wine & cheese party, and a local dinner…
hotel discounts and all.

Nov TBD - ? Any suggestions
Dec TBD - Tommy Couch and Joan Dorsett are planning
the Holiday Party at Henderson Village in Perry Georgia.
Dress is “your finest”. We’ll also have a Chinese gift
“auction” (M-B related gifts for exchange). And we’ll
arrange for group discount room rates at this unique
property.

We’re looking for feedback comments on all of
our Events and activities.

Welcome New Central Georgia Section (CSG) Members
January: New Members

February: New Members

Allyson Aldrich - Macon GA
Charles Wofford - Swainsboro GA

Willie Felton - Byron, GA
David Morgan - Macon, GA
Jo Speed - Macon, GA
Trisha Nelson - Perry, GA

MBCA NAME BADGES
Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in three types of backing attachment (magnetic, safety pin, or tie tack) and can be ordered
in blue. Costs range from $8.00 for two lines to $9.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum p/line), plus shipping and handling of $1.20 for one
badge, $1.50 for two badges, $1.75 for three to four badges, or $2.00 for five to six badges. You may order by calling the MBCA National Business
Office in Colorado Springs, CO at (800) 637-2360 and ask for the Store Administrator, by mailing this order sheet (see address below), or you may
order through the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org and choose Club Store from the main menu, choose Membership and Office Items /
Section Events from the next window, scroll down to the desired name badge and make your selection. Order for your Associate Member too!
Please send ____ name badge(s).

Specify type of backing: ___ Magnetic / ___ Safety Pin / ___ Tie Tack

Specify color: __ Blue
NAME: _________________________________________________

NAME: __________________________________________________

Central Georgia Section, MBCA

Central Georgia Section, MBCA

Use a second sheet for additional names….. enclose appropriate dollar amount and return address…… and place your order…..
Order from: MBCA, 1907 Lelarary Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80909
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Upcoming Events Details — Please contact Name listed
March 24 Red Tomato Restaurant, Bolingbrook, GA
7248 N. Alexander Ct., Bolingbroke, GA 31004
The city of Bolingbroke, GA consists of a service station, volunteer fire station, a couple repair shops, local
bank, and a handful of farmhouses. On the edge of
Bolingbroke lies a remodeled 1920’s Antebellum style
home that has been named the Red Tomato Restaurant.
You would never find this romantic gourmet restaurant
unless you had heard about it by word of mouth. Dress
is business casual.
Coordinator Trish Welch will make menu suggestions.
To assure adequate group reservations please RSVP to
utriasMBCA@cox.net by March 15, 2011
Americus event—Continued from Page 1
After the Distillery tour shop in the many unique shops
around town, or tour the Global Village, Habitat for
Humanity: http://www.habitat.org/gvdc/default.aspx
containing samples of housing structures from around
the world.
We’ll meet at Floyd’s Pub at the Windsor Hotel for
cocktails at 5:00PM. Our Dinner Dine-Out is at
Amelia’s, on the second floor of the Hotel starting at
6:00PM. Amelia's is a sophisticated yet casual dining
experience in traditional Southern surroundings.
At 8:30PM for those who choose to attend the play
“Nunsense” at the Rylander Theater we have negotiated
a Group rate of $13.00 per person and secured advanced
very good seating for the performance.
Sunday morning we meet at the hotel for breakfast,
before departing for home or members can visit some of
the other areas around Americus, or local attractions.
An Event fee of $10.00 per person will be charged to
cover various tips for tour guides and incidental Club
expenses.
Tickets for the Rylander Theater performance of
“Nunsense” are available prior to March 11th for the
MBCA Group Rate of $13.00 per person.
Hotel reservations should be made directly with the
Hotel at 229-924-1555 (see website at www.windsoramericus.com ). Ask for the Mercedes-Benz Club room
rate. We have 20 rooms blocked at our special Group
Rate of $84.99 per night for April 1 & 2, 2011.

May 19-23 Meet Florida Sections at Callaway Gardens, tour the
gardens, drive to Birmingham AL for Heimatfest Concours and Legends of Motorsports racing, and then a
special MBCA Mercedes-Benz Factory Tour in Vance AL
Thursday May 19th:
Arrive in the afternoon/early evening to meet the traveling
Florida Sections at Calloway Gardens
http://www.callawaygardens.com/ for a 2 night stay at the
Mountain Creek Inn
(http://www.callawaygardens.com/mountain-creek-inn.aspx)
located on the Calloway Gardens property.
Room rates include entry into the Gardens, a normal $19.99
per person expense ($40/couple)… The Mountain Creek Inn
rates will be at $119.00 + TAX, per room, per night single or
double.
Dinner on Thursday night will be a casual restaurant on the
Gardens property.
Friday May 20th:
We’ll have 2 venues… After an 8:00AM traditional Southern
breakfast buffet in the Plant Room… We will tour the
Calloway Gardens
(http://www.callawaygardens.com/gardens/georgiagardens.aspx ), with specific selections on which gardens to
tour left to the individuals desire. Callaway Gardens is a
spectacular 13,000 acres of beautiful Georgia countryside in
the Appalachian Mountains. Among other gardens is the
world's largest azalea display, one of North America's biggest butterfly conservatories, and magnificent vegetable
garden where PBS' "The Victory Garden" is filmed.
We will get back together for lunch at about 12:30PM at one
of the Calloway Restaurants.
After lunch if everyone is “Gardened Out” we have an option
to drive to Warm Springs Georgia (about 20 miles) and visit
The Little White House. Roosevelt was so enchanted with
Warm Springs that he built the Little White House which
served as a relaxing, comfortable haven for him during his
regular visits to Warm Springs.
Dinner that evening will be back at the Calloway facilities,
exact restaurant TBD.
Saturday May 21st:
After a buffet breakfast we will set out for Birmingham.
Continued on Page 7
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Supplier Updates
BUD’S BENZ
David Latham did not have any insider updates to the business
but he did want to let the members know that they are working
on some significant product improvements and availability for
those members wishing to make their older Mercedes vehicles
look original but perform safer. They have developed an A/C
Compressor & Change-over bracket combo that replaces the
old style “York” Compressor with an updated rotary compressor. For restoration of a 190SL, they have developed some
special work on brake booster rebuilds that can make the brake
booster look like “OE” vs. a normal booster rebuild. And to
assure safety, they can reweb your old Kangol seat belts, and
they have the components to make the belts function again.

DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR THE
AMERICUS EVENT ON APRIL 1-2, 2011
REGISTRATION FORM IS ON BACK
COVER!!

Upcoming Events Details continued ...
Callaway to Birmingham—continued
Jim Roberts, Pres. Alabama Section, has defined a 4 hour route for us through interesting mountain passes and towns.
He has indicated items of interest and places to stop for overlooks along the way. Roads are not Interstate Hwy’s and it
should be an enjoyable tour.
After lunch we will proceed as a group to visit the Barber Vintage Racing Museum (http://www.barbermuseum.org/),
the museum is one of the largest motorcycle museums in the country, and also houses the largest collection of Lotus race
cars in the country. Our admission is pre-paid with Concours registration with the Alabama Section.
The hotel will be the Drury Inn & Suites at 3510 Grandview Pkwy, 205/967-2450 for Saturday and Sunday nights.
Saturday night we’ll have dinner locally with other MBCA visitors from around the country.
Sunday May 22nd:
After breakfast at the hotel we go to the Barber Raceway (http://www.barbermotorsports.com/general/index.php) to join
the MBCA – Alabama Heimatfest Festivities of Legends of Motorsports Racing Events, and a MBCA Alabama M-B
Concours overlooking the Racetrack. You will have the opportunity to drive your M-B vehicle on the track during the
lunch break in racing. Groups (M-B, Porsche, Ferrari, Lotus) of Clubs will proceed together in single file around the
track (2-3 times). Your registration for the Concours and track admission include unlimited entrance to the Barber
Museum and to the M-B Factory Tour. Only those registered for the Concours are allowed to attend the M-B Factory
Tour.
Dinner Sunday night will be with the Alabama Heimatfest group
- Continued on Page 8 -
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Upcoming Events Details continued ...
Callaway to Birmingham—continued
Monday May 23rd:
M-B Factory tour… Being sure to check-out early, and
after the hotel complimentary breakfast we will proceed on
to the Vance Alabama M-B International vehicle assembly
factory. With final instructions from Jim Roberts we will
meet in the parking lot in front of the administration building at 8:00AM. Our M-B tour guide will meet us there and
proceed with the specially arranged MBCA tour. We will
have lunch at the factory cafeteria (where the employees
eat) after the tour, and then have some time to tour the
museum, and of course the gift shops.
As an added bonus, for those interested, Jim Roberts is
conducting a driving tour through Little River Canyon
National park from Birmingham to Chattanooga, ending in
an opportunity to overnight in the Chattanooga Choo-Choo
Hotel http://www.choochoo.com/. The Chattanooga Choo
Choo Hotel is the only Historic Hotels of America resort in
Chattanooga, TN. The Terminal Station in Downtown
Chattanooga has been converted into the most fun and
beautiful of all Chattanooga hotels! Here you can stay in
one of the Victorian Train Cars, hotel suites, or standard
rooms, at one of the top Tennessee resorts.
Charles Utrias (utriasMBCA@cox.net) has coordinated the
room block at Callaway Gardens and is coordinating the
planned meal locations. PLEASE send him an e-mail
indicating that you will be staying with the group on May
19th and 20th to help with planning headcounts.
Please make your Callaway Gardens hotel reservations
directly with them at 1-800-CALLAWAY and ask for the
Mercedes-Benz Club room rate of $119.00 + tax, per room,
per night.
Please register with the Alabama Section for the Concours
and Track Entry @ http://sections.mbca.org/Alabama/ .
If you have problems with registration please contact Jim
Roberts at Jertoothsaver@bellsouth.net or (800) 228-2997.
NOTE: If you indicate you will be joining the Callaway
Gardens group to utriasMBCA@cox.net as requested
above, your registration materials (including entry to the
Barber Museum and the Concours/Track ID) will be
distributed to you by Charles Utrias at Callaway Gardens
to allow you to enter the Barber Museum on Saturday
afternoon without paying additional fees to enter the track
to retrieve your registration materials.

June 4– Milledgeville Arboretum, Old Capital Bldg,
Governor’s Mansion and dinner at Aubrey Lanes
Georgia’s Antebellum Capital
Event hosts: Roc and Sue Patel

Cloaked in mystery and intrigue, a true southern belle, she
perfectly charms guests with gracious hospitality. Meet
Milledgeville, the First Lady of Georgia.
Our day of events starts with a 10:30AM gathering of
members at the Lockerby Arboretum, located at 1534
Irwinton Hwy. in Milledgeville. (parking maps will be
provided with electronic registration confirmation)
Founded in 1965 around the Lockerly Hall, the Arboretum
includes some forty-seven acres of plantings. A specially
arranged MBCA - CGS tour (normally closed on Sat.)
will be starting at 11:00AM at Lockerly Hall (c.1839), a
Greek Revival home that is the centerpiece of the
Arboretum and presides over its surroundings with
elegance and grace. After the Mansion tour take some
free time for walking through the gardens and we will
meet at the parking location at 12:30PM.
From the Arboretum we will drive a short distance to the
center of town for lunch which will be at 1:00 PM at the
Brick restaurant, a lively college town eating favorite.
After a leisurely lunch (and a look around downtown
shops) following maps provided, we will then meet for a
tour at 3:00PM at the Old Capital Building where the
Southern States voted for secession. At promptly 4:00PM
we begin our tour of the Old Governor’s Mansion. Built
as the Executive Mansion c.1839; it was home to the
governors of Georgia from 1839-1868. Occupied by
General Sherman during his March to the Sea, the mansion is one of the most perfect examples of High Greek
Revival architecture in the nation and has received the
prestigious Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation
Award. A $7M renovation was just completed.
Our Saturday night Dine-Out will be @ 630PM at Aubrey
Lanes in downtown Milledgeville, an excellent downtown
restaurant, with a varied menu and great atmosphere.
The Host Hotel, the Holiday Inn Express, 1839 Columbia
St., will offer “M-B of Central GA” Group Rates of
$75.00 per room for Friday and/or Saturday nights. Call
478-454-9000 for reservations. We might have a small
Fri. night reception based on registration numbers.
Costs of the event will be $20.00 per person. Lunch and
Dinner will be self-pay.
Please complete the registration form on Page 13, and
send it in with your check, and you will receive electronic
confirmation and additional maps.
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Dealer Update—alphabetically
We are fortunate to have three long established M-B Dealers within our Central Georgia
Section.
This column is intended to provide the members an update of information of significance at
each of these dealers on an ongoing basis.

Albany Motor Cars - Albany, GA
Albany Motor Cars completed construction of their new
Autohaus design concept building in December of 2010.
The service department was able to open in December,
and the sales and other dealer functions were operational
in January 2011.
Stop by and check it out!
Watch for an announcement regarding the Grand Opening
celebration.

M-B of Columbus - Columbus, GA
Mercedes-Benz of Columbus held their raffle of a Mercedes-Benz vehicle for the benefit of the American Heart
Association on Jan 20, 2011. The raffle was a huge success. They are proud to announce that they were able
to raise $25,247 in donations for the local American Heart
Association Chapter.
The dealership is looking forward to conducting this vehicle
raffle event , with food and beverage again provided, next
year in January 2012.
The dealership will also be conducting their annual Golf
Tournament for the benefit of the American Heart Association on April 5, 2011. The tournament will be held at the
Green Island Country Club, in Columbus Georgia. If you
are a Green Island CC Member or a customer of Mercedes-Benz of Columbus (or want to become a customer),
please contact Nicole at 706-256-6100 and register for this
event.
The registration fee is $100.00 per player and all proceeds
will be donated to the Local American Heart Association.

Jackson Automotive Group – Mercedes-Benz of
Macon - Macon, GA
Jackson Automotive / Mercedes-Benz of Macon hosted a
love your pet event on December 10, 2010. The event,
held to help local animal shelters raise operating funds,
raised over $500 on the day of the event and also
received numerous donations of dog and cat food to support the shelters. The adopt a pet program, during the day
of the event, found good homes for three animals.
As one of the main sponsors, Jackson Automotive again
supported the Museum of Aviation Marathon held on
January 15, 2011. This Fifteenth Annual Museum of
Aviation Foundation Marathon, Half Marathon and 5K
Run/Walk was one of the largest marathon races held in
Middle Georgia and is part of the 2011 Run & See
Georgia Grand Prix Series. . Proceeds from the growing
annual event benefit the Museum of Aviation, one of the
largest education-focused aviation museums in the country. Over 1200 people registered for the three races, a
new record of participation.
Jackson Automotive will be sponsoring the “Carriage
Rides in the Park” for the 29th annual Macon Cherry
Blossom festival during March 18th-27th. The festival
celebrates the magnificent beauty of the 300,000
flowering Yoshino cherry trees in the "Cherry Blossom
Capital of the World." The festival has become one of the
Top 20 Events in the South, Top 50 Events in the U.S.
and Top 100 Events in North America. The benefactor of
the festival is “The Keep Macon - Bibb County Beautiful
Commission”, which coordinates programs for litter control, beautification, recycling, and energy-related needs,
and has been recognized as being the model program for
other communities in developing Keep America Beautiful
Clean Community Systems.
Progress continues in the process of renovating the existing dealership to the new Autohaus dealership design.
This new uniform design helps make all Mercedes Benz
dealers more recognizable throughout the country. In the
renovation the dealership is also expanding its facilities by
adding two new service bays, three wash bays, expanding
the showroom, adding new customer lounges and much
more. The project should be completed by June 30, 2011.
Watch for a Grand Opening Celebration that will be supported by the MBCA—Central Georgia Section membership.
Mercedes-Benz of Macon is also a participant in the
MBCA member discount on service and parts benefit.
Don’t forget to tell the service and Parts personnel you are
associated with MBCA to receive this special discount
when obtaining genuine M-B parts and Service.
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Post Event Reporting
Taj Restaurant - by Sharon Utrias (w/photos by
Smyth)
The MBCA –CGS Dine-Out group met on a chilly
winter’s night in Macon, GA on January 12, 2011. The
weather did not hamper the excitement of experimenting
with a different cuisine and seventeen people enjoyed
the Taj Restaurant . Our host and hostess for the
evening were Roc and Sue Patel who organized this
event for our dine-out night. They presented each diner
with an information guide concerning the various selections on the menu which turned out to be quite an invaluable guide for many folks.
Of course, to this Indiana girl, Indian food was not
available while growing up in Hoosier land so this was a
great aid because at one point she was ready to order
Vindaloo which would have been quite a seriously hot
dish that might have required a visit from the
paramedics before the evening ended.
Diners listened carefully as Sue and Roc
explained that every
region in India has its
own style of cooking
and with that; the diners began to order
tandorri, dal, various
curries and even
M-B of Columbus Raffle for American Heart Association - by Sharon Utrias (w/photos by C. Utrias)
Members of the CG Section had volunteered to help MB of Columbus on January 20, 2011with their raffle of a
M-B vehicle to support the American Heart Association.
Tickets were $100 each and a limited number of 600
were sold (good odds). Several CGS members purchased tickets (some multiple tickets) however, alas,
none of us won the coveted prize. Our volunteer efforts
were rewarded with the granting of a table we could use
for recruiting purposes with the more than 150 people
who attended the raffle in the dealers showroom. We
had the opportunity to use our new Section table cover,
and we spoke with allot of very nice candidate members.
We’re hoping the folks we talked to will follow through
with membership
registration. Roc
Patel, Sharon
Utrias, Joan Dorsett, and Tommy
Couch (pictured)
provided the
dealer support
and MBCA recruiting efforts.

Taj continued...
carrot pudding. The diners were already planning to return so
they could work their way thru the menu now that they had
some education about those different words on the menu.
We officially welcomed Kay Stephens as our newest member
of the MBCA-CGS during the evening along with some
wonderful news about an engagement within our group.
More details to come
concerning this heartwarming and beautiful event for
two of our special and very
active members.
This evening we were also
joined by Larry and Linda
Mechem of Barnesville, GA,
long time MBCA members
but now affiliated with our
CG Section.

Linda & Larry Mechem w/ C. Utrias

This was a wonderful way to begin a New Year with the DineOut group taking on a new adventure in dining and we
couldn’t have had a better evening thanks to the efforts of Roc
and Sue Patel. You introduced us to a new and delicious cuisine that many of us are eager to enjoy again.
Tic Tock Room Restaurant - by Charles Utrias
The Tic Toc Room Restaurant was very alive the night of
February 8th. We had 29 people make reservations, and
with only a few last minute cancellations we had a fantastic
turnout and an enjoyable dinning event. Everyone
commented on the absolutely great food, drinks, and allot of
social discussion! We congratulated new member Allyson
Aldrich and husband
Hap, and we welcomed
3 new attendees
(candidate new members) Tricia Nelson,
Jo Speed, and David
Morgan.
Although we had almost
the entire restaurant, the
Allyson & Hap Aldrich

rise in our conversation level made for close communication
contact discussions.
It seemed the conversation level continued even while we
were eating our entrée’s? Another great event coordinated
by Trish Welch, our Treasurer. Sorry about no pictures… our
historian had a conflict and yours truly forgot his camera.
We’re looking forward to our next Dine-Out at the Red
Tomato in Bolingbroke Georgia on March 24th.
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Event Registration Forms (Americus is on Page 14)
Callaway Gardens and Birmingham Alabama - May 19-24, 2011
Send Callaway Gardens information form or e-mail information to utriasMBCA@cox.net
Name: _______________________________________ Guest:_______________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________ e-mail: ________________________________________________

Callaway Gardens (to help in meal reservations)
# Attending:

Thursday Dinner: _______, Friday Dinner: ______, Saturday Breakfast: ______ (all self pay)
Please respond by April 15, 2011.

Please mail Registration Form to:

Charles Utrias
103 Fifth Fairway
Warner Robins, GA 31088

Questions: Please contact C. Utrias at: 478-225-6878 or utriasMBCA@cox.net

Milledgeville Historic Tour & Dinner - June 4, 2011
Name: _______________________________________ Guest:_______________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________ e-mail: ________________________________________________
# Attending:

Saturday Dinner: ______ (self pay) - Tour Lunch: ______ (self pay)

Arboretum/Governor’s Mansion/Capital Building Tours = # ______ @ $20.00 per person = $__________enclosed.

Please respond by May 28, 2011. After this date use contact information below to verify if space is available.
Please make checks payable to:

MBCA — Central Georgia Section

Please mail Registration Form and Check to:

Charles Utrias
103 Fifth Fairway
Warner Robins, GA 31088

Questions: Please contact C. Utrias at: 478-225-6878 or utriasMBCA@cox.net
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Event Registration Forms - Continued
Americus Georgia— April 1-2, 2011
Name: _______________________________________ Guest:_______________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________ e-mail: ________________________________________________

# Attending:

Friday Dinner: _______, Saturday Dinner: ______, Sunday Breakfast: ______ (all self pay)
Windsor/Rylander/Distillery Tour: ______ @ $10 per person = $_______________ enclosed.
Choose Tour: _____ 10:00-10:50AM or ____ 10:00-11:50AM
Tour Lunch: ______ (self pay)
Rylander Theater “Nunsense”: ________@ $13.00 per person = $ ____________ enclosed.

Check for Total Enclosed: $________________
Please respond by March 11, 2011. After this date use contact information below to verify if space is available.
Please make checks payable to:

MBCA — Central Georgia Section

Please mail Registration Form and Check to:

Charles Utrias
103 Fifth Fairway
Warner Robins, GA 31088

Questions: Please contact C. Utrias at: 478-225-6878 or utriasMBCA@cox.net

Dealer Support Events:
April 5 - M-B Golf Tournament for AHA
M-B of Columbus
Green Island CC, Columbus GA
Event Registration Support & MBCA - CGS
Recruiting Table
May 14 - M-B Columbus Customer Service Clinic
M-B of Columbus
Dealer Service Area
MBCA - CGS Recruiting Table & Local Service
Customer Networking

For additional Club information:
Mercedes-Benz Club of America Central Georgia section
103 Fifth Fairway
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-225-6878
utriasMBCA@cox.net

